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Section 1:  Beginning to Low Intermediate Writing

The beginning and low-intermediate writing levels create a sound foundation for all other levels.  It is important to spend enough time at the lower levels before advancing students to higher levels.  Sentence level writing is often introduced and students are immediately pushed forward to paragraph writing.  The result can be well-organized essays with few correct sentences and long hours of correcting for writing teachers at higher levels.  Students need time to process basic writing mechanics and English sentence patterns which only occurs with writing (and speaking) practice.  This is particularly true for students with first languages that are very different from English such as Arabic and Chinese.


Teachers can use simple homework and in-class activities that require students to develop their sentence-level writing.  Students need a simple writer’s vocabulary to facilitate in-class discussions.  Only after the basic mechanics and sentence patterns are mastered should students be advanced to paragraph writing.  When they begin paragraph writing, they should be required to use a variety of sentence patterns with an understanding of the function of each within a paragraph.  


Repetition of sentence structure practice throughout the students’ progress is necessary for them to truly master English writing.  Sentence patterns can be used at the low-intermediate level as remedial work or review.  They should also be reviewed at the intermediate level and high intermediate.  The complexity of sentence pattern exercises would increase as the students advance. 


The responsibility of the students’ progress should be heavily weighted on the side of the student.  They should begin to edit and become aware of their specific writing challenges as soon as they pick up a pen to write.  Peer editing can develop this skill and train students to find their own mistakes.  They can chart their progress and be held accountable for finding their own errors.  This not only focuses the students and helps them to advance but lightens the load of a busy writing teacher.


Laying a sound foundation at the sentence and paragraph levels and training students to be aware of their own specific errors, creates an effective learning atmosphere and lowers stress on the teachers.

Editing Symbols

	Sp
	Spelling

The underlined word is spelled incorrectly.

                        sp

Example:  The libary is next to the cafeteria.  (library)



	
	Missing letter(s)

There is a missing letter or letters at the end of this word.

Example:  The teacher talk/ to the students about cheating everyday.



	
٨
	Missing word(s)

There is a word(s) missing.


Example:  I bought ٨ new dress yesterday.  (a)



	T
	Verb tense 

The word is correct, but the verb tense is not correct. 

                    T

Example:  I walk 10 miles yesterday.  (walked)

           

	wc
	Word choice

This is the wrong word.  The meaning is not correct.

                           wc

 Example:  The calculator shows the month of June.  (calendar)



	wf
	Word form 

You need a different form of this word. (Adverb, adjective, noun or verb)

                                 wf

Example:  He walked quick to class and took the quiz.  (quickly)



	
	Missing or incorrect punctuation

You need to add or change the punctuation.

Example:  They studied and they watched a movie. 

                          

	
	Delete

Take out this word or phrase.


Example:  They are go to a movie every weekend.



	=
	Capitalization

This letter should be capitalized.

Example:  The class is taught by dr. Ali.
                                                                                            =

	

	No capital letter

Do not capitalize this letter.


Example:  She really likes her Professor.



	?
	Difficult to understand

This sentence does not make sense.  I do not understand.
                                                 ?

Example:  The school was closed before they were after fire.



	inc
	Incomplete sentence

This sentence is missing a subject, verb or an object.  It is not a complete sentence.

                                      inc

Example:  For example, study everyday.  (they)




A Writer’s Vocabulary

clause (N)  




A clause is a group of words that has a subject and a verb.  Every sentence must have at least one clause but might have more.




        S        V                             S         V


Example:  (The teachers met at 12:00), and (they finished at 1:00).

                                             Clause 1                                 Clause 2

conjunction (N)


A conjunction is a word that connects two ideas in a sentence.  They include 


words such as because, until and although.
coordinating conjunction (N)


A coordinating conjunction connects two ideas in a sentence that each have a 


subject and verb.  They are equal parts, or independent clauses, that could stand 


alone as sentences.  Coordinating conjunctions include words such as and, but, and so.

dependent clause (N)


A dependent clause is a group of words that cannot stand alone as a sentence.


They begin with words such as because, before, when or who.  Dependent clauses 


must be with an independent clause to create a complete sentence.


Example:




              Independent                          Dependent




Correct:     (The student was late) (because the bus was in an accident.)

                                                            Dependent



Incorrect:   Because the bus was in an accident.

edit (V)




To edit is to re-read what you have written to look for mistakes and correct them.


This should be done every time you write.

independent clause (N)


An independent clause is a sentence or part of a sentence that has both a subject


and a verb.  It can stand alone and does not need anything else to make it


complete.  

paragraph (N)



A paragraph is a group of sentences that all focus on one main idea.

peer edit (V)




Your peers are the people who are at the same level as you.  To peer edit is to 


look at another student’s writing to find mistakes.  Your peer does the same with


your writing.  Then you return papers, discuss possible errors and rewrite to make


corrections.

phrase (N)




A phrase is a group of words in a sentence that have meaning together.  Unlike a


clause, a phrase does not need a subject and a verb.






  Ph


Example:  The horses are (in the barn.) 

punctuation (N)



Punctuation includes full stops (.), commas (,), question marks (?), exclamation 


points (!), semi-colons (;) and colons (:).  These are important grammatical 


markers that help to make your writing easier to understand.  punctuate (V)

sentence (N)




A sentence is a complete thought that has a subject, a verb and sometimes an


object.  It begins with a capital letter and ends with a full stop, question mark or 


an exclamation point.

subordinating conjunction (N)


A subordinating conjunction is a word that connects two ideas in a sentence.  


Both parts of the sentence have a subject and a verb, but they are not


equal.  The clause that begins with the subordinating conjunction is dependent


while the other clause is independent.  This type of conjunction includes 


words such as because, while, when, who, if and since.

transitions (N)



Transitions are words or phrases that help you move smoothly from one idea to 


the next.  They connect different types of ideas. Transition words include 


however, in contrast and as a result.
[image: image2.wmf]
Sentence Patterns

English sentences have several common patterns.  These are structures that occur again and again in English writing.  In this course you will study and practice writing five sentence patterns.  They include simple, compound and semi-colon sentences, as well as compound sentences with transitions and complex sentences with adverb and adjectives clauses.

Examples:

A.  Simple sentence:


All the students came to class.

B.  Compound sentence:


All the students did their homework, and they came to class.

C.  Semi-colon sentence:

Aisha traveled to London yesterday; she’ll stay there two weeks.

D.  Compound sentence with transition:


The team played hard for two hours; however, they lost the game.

OR


The team played hard for two hours.  However, they lost the game.

E.  Complex sentence with an adverb clause:

Mona finished making the dress before she went to the wedding.

      Complex sentence with an adjective clause:

The man who won the lottery bought the house next to mine.

These patterns each serve a different function within a paragraph.  They are the foundation of effective writing.  However, every sentence does not have to follow one of these patterns.  Some sentences might have 
[image: image3]additional connecting words such as and, but or because.  After learning the five common sentence patterns, you will develop your own writing style.  


Complex sentences with adverbial clauses
Examples:  

                 Independent



    Dependent

    S       V                                                  S     V


Mona failed the exam                 because she was absent too often.

                 Dependent



    Independent
                       S       V                             S        V

Before she married,

 she graduated from university.

An adverb is a word that gives you more information about a verb.  




       Adverb

Example:  The woman quickly walked across the street.

In this sentence, the adverb “quickly” gives you more information about the verb “walked”.  An adverbial clause is a group of words that also gives more information about the main verb in a sentence.






               Adverbial clause

Example:  The computer crashed because Mona spilled her drink on it.

The adverbial clause “because Mona spilled her drink on it” gives you more information about the verb “crashed”.  It gives the cause of the computer crash.

The independent part of the sentence is the main idea or clause.  The part of the sentence that begins with one of the following words gives you more information about the main verb. 

The following are conjunctions that can begin an adverbial clause:
Time               Cause and Effect

Condition

Contrast

after

    because


           if


although

before

    since



whether

even though

since






unless


though

until

while

when

If you begin a sentence with one of these words, you must use a comma after the first clause.  However, if you use one of these words in the middle of the sentence, you do not need a comma.

Exercise One

Underline the adverbial clauses in the sentences below.  Then write an I over the independent part of the sentence and a D over the dependent a part of the sentence.

1. Before you can graduate from university, you must take an ESP course. (time)

2. Joan was late for class because she missed the bus.  (cause)

3. If the air conditioner does not work, we will cancel class.  (condition)

4. Classes were held as usual although the room was very hot.  (contrast)

Exercise Two

Fill in the blanks with the correct words from the list on page 15.

1.  I didn’t finish my homework __________ I had to take my sister to the hospital.

2.  The professor will help you __________ you don’t understand what to do.

3.  I’m not leaving this room __________ you tell me why you did that!

4.  __________ she hates English, she always comes to class.

5.  __________ he finished painting the house, he started working in the garden.

6.  I need to know __________ you are coming with me or not.

7.  Sara has been working __________ she graduated from university.

8.  __________ she was very late, she finished everything on time.

Exercise Three

Correct all of the errors in the sentences below.  The sentence might be correct.

1.  After the teacher left the classroom all the students began talking.

2.  The students were motivated, because the teacher used many different kinds of activities.

3.  If the students don’t participate in class, cannot get a good grade.

4.  The students all like Mr. Smith even though he is very strict.

Exercise Four   [image: image4.wmf]
Write four complex sentences with adverbial clauses about traveling.  Write one sentence each for time, cause and effect, condition and contrast.

1._________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

2._________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

3._________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

4._________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
Ten Perfect Sentences

Name: __________________________
Sentence pattern:  ___________________

Number correct:__________________
Number Incorrect:  __________________

___1._______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___2._______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___3._______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___4._______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___5._______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___6._______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___7._______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___8._______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___9._______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___10.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Perfect Sentences Progress Chart

	NAME
	Simple
	Compound
	Semi-Colon
	Compound  With

Transitions 
	Complex / W

Adverb 

Clause
	Complex / W

Adjective

Clause

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Four Perfect Sentences

Name: __________________________
Sentence pattern:  ___________________

Number correct:_________

___1.___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___2.___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___3.___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___4.___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Number correct:_________

___1.___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___2.___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___3.___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___4.___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph Writing


Each paragraph focuses on one main idea.  Most paragraphs have a topic sentence that states the main idea clearly though some do not.  The topic sentence is often at the beginning of a paragraph but might appear in the middle or at the end.  


All other sentences in a paragraph support the main idea and give details about it.  Supporting ideas often begin with transitions such as First, Moreover or Finally.  Some paragraphs have a concluding sentence that basically restates the topic sentence or the main idea of the paragraph and makes a final statement.


Each paragraph should have a variety of sentence patterns.  All sentences do not have to strictly follow a pattern, and some may be a combination of a couple of sentence patterns.

Example:

The teacher came late, so we didn’t finish the exercise though we worked quickly.

This is a compound sentence and a complex sentence.  Combining different sentence patterns adds to your writing style, but you must be careful.  




Remember!  More than two connecting




words in a sentence make it weak and




difficult to understand.

Keep the following sentence patterns in mind as you write your paragraphs.

A.  Simple sentence:


All the students came to class.

B.  Compound sentence:


All the students did their homework, and they came to class.

C.  Semi-colon sentence:

Aisha traveled to London yesterday; she’ll stay there two weeks.

D.  Compound sentence with transition:


The team played hard for two hours; however, they lost the game.

OR


The team played hard for two hours.  However, they lost the game.

E.  Complex sentence with an adverb clause:

She finished making the dress before Mona’s wedding day.

      Complex sentence with an adjective clause:

The man who won the lottery bought the house next to mine.

Exercise One

1.  Read the following paragraph.


Last month I had a perfect vacation.  I traveled to Rome where I spent three wonderful weeks.  The weather was a little cold, but this meant there were fewer tourists.  As a result, the restaurants were not crowded like they are during the summer months.  My friend and I wandered through the ancient streets each day and ate amazing Italian food at night.  Moreover, the people of Rome were very friendly and warm and welcomed us wherever we went.  We spent a lot of time in museums filled with beautiful statues and paintings from long ago.  During the last week, we took the train to the countryside southeast of Naples.  It is a peaceful area with a slow-paced lifestyle.  This was very different from Rome, so we were happy to see another side of Italy.  We hope to return to Italy next year because it is the best place to relax and enjoy a vacation.

2.  Find the following in the paragraph:


a.  a topic sentence or main idea


b.  supporting sentences that explain the main idea


c.  a concluding sentence that repeats the main idea and makes a 

               final statement

3.  What different sentence patterns can you find?

4.  What transitions are used in the paragraph?

Section II:  Intermediate Writing
Like most intensive English programs, at the ELI we teach essay structure at the intermediate level.  For the writing teacher, beginning essays can be very time consuming.  As a part-time teacher, I’ve had to find ways to decrease correction time, while maintaining high-quality instruction and feedback for the students.  I’d like to share three time-saving techniques that have helped me in the last year.

· Technique 1:  Give the students the requirements before you begin the essay.  The requirements include a schedule for each step in the writing process (brainstorm, outline, rough draft, 1st draft, etc.), and an itemized list of expectations.  These requirements give the students more responsibility for their work.  They know what is expected and when they are expected to do it from the very beginning.

· Technique 2:  Prepare exercises focusing on specific structures.  These exercises provide practice and repetition of writing structures that emphasize the objectives of the class.  With each repetition, the students learn how to apply these writing structures to their own writing.  When I have assigned these exercises before the students give their essays to me for corrections and suggestions, I’ve found that the majority of the students are able to apply the structures, which makes it easier for me to correct their papers.  If you have time, use the students work to create these exercises.  It gives the students a reason to do the exercises and encourages more participation in class.

· Technique 3:  Use correction marks to help students with their writing.  Correction marks have helped me as a writing teacher because I write less and think less about how to change incorrect writing structures. I just have to identify errors.  At the intermediate level and in the beginning stages of essay writing, there are a lot of structural errors.  To make it even simpler, focus on only a few grammar or writing structures for each essay.

These techniques may be time consuming in the beginning, but it will reduce the workload later.  With a list of requirements, and more focused practice, students tend to produce more accurate work.  With the use of correction marks, students are given a chance to identify their errors and practice correcting those errors.
A.  Giving the students the requirements before you begin the essay can reduce work for you as the teacher.

Criteria for the Comparison/Contrast—Point by Point-Essay_________/25    

All of the papers are present—5 points
Each draft is better than the previous draft—3 points
The final draft follows the theme (a comparison/contrast between two things—see the list of suggestions)—1 point
The final draft uses connectors of comparison/contrast effectively—1 point
The final draft is grammatically correct and has good sentence structure—2 points
The final draft has descriptive language (adjectives are in order)—1 point
The final draft is a comparison/contrast essay using a point by point method—2 points
The final draft has an introduction with an appropriate hook (see the hook handout)—1 point
The final draft has a stated thesis statement with three topics—2 points
In the final draft, each paragraph in the body has a topic sentence, supporting details, and ends with a transitional sentence/concluding remark—3 points
The final draft has a conclusion that restates the thesis statement, does not have any new information, summarizes the main points of comparison/contrast, does one of the following:  makes a suggestion/prediction, or states an opinion, and has a concluding remark —4 points
B.  Exercises focusing on specific structures will also reduce work for you as the teacher.

Connectors and Conjunctions Exercises

Fill in the blanks with the conjunctions and connectors below.

	Even though 
	Compared to
	Another difference

	It may appear
	Although
	Another similarity

	whereas
	Similarly
	While


1.
There are similarities and differences between apples and oranges. ________________________ they are both fruits, apples have a different texture than oranges.  ______________________apples are hard and crunchy, oranges are soft and juicy.  ______________________________, both apples and oranges have seeds, but the location of the seeds varies.  The seeds of apples are located in the core, _______________________the seeds of oranges appear throughout the fruit. ______________________ between apples and oranges is their shape.  They are both round.  ____________________________their shape is similar, there are some differences.  Oranges are circular and apples are oblong.  _____________ _________________is their color.  ___________________________the variety of colors that apples come in, oranges are only orange.  ___________________________that apples and oranges are completely different, however there are also surprising similarities.

2.
TS___________________________________________________________________. GS____________________are similar to___________________, in ______________________. SD Both________________and________________ are ________________________________.   GS Another similarity between______________ and ___________________is ______________ ____________________________________________________.  GS On the other hand, there are also differences between__________________ and___________________. SD Compared to _________________________________,____________________________________________. SD Although______________________________, ____________________________________ ____________________________________.  SD Likewise, _____________________________ ___________________________.  Also, unlike _____________________, ________________ ______________________________.  CR __________________________________________.
Thesis Statement Worksheet

The thesis statement is located at the end of an introduction and contains the theme and the controlling ideas.  The theme for this essay is, “Your Favorite Holiday and Why.”  The controlling ideas are the three reasons you like that holiday.
Check the thesis statements below.  Make sure each of them is one sentence, and has a reference to the theme (My favorite holiday is (specific holiday) because) and three controlling ideas (three reasons).  Circle the missing parts.

1.  Because in this day, I can see first day sunrise of the New Year, holiday parties, special holiday delicious discounts for New Year.  my—fav—hol—spec hol—because—3 reasons—1 sent
2.  As a result, I like Christmas and it is my favorite holiday because of the food, presents and family.  my—fav—hol—spec hol—because—3 reasons—1 sent
Rewrite three of the thesis statements above. 

#_______ 1.  ___________________________________________________________________ 

#_______ 2.  ___________________________________________________________________ 

#_______ 3.  ___________________________________________________________________ 

Topic Sentence Worksheet

Remember that topic sentences are located at the beginning of each paragraph of the body and contain the theme (or main idea of the essay) and one specific controlling idea.  The theme for this essay is, “Your Favorite Holiday and Why.” The controlling idea is one reason why you like that holiday.
Check the topic sentences below.  Make sure each one is one sentence, and has a reference to the theme (My favorite holiday is (specific holiday) because) and one controlling idea (1 reason).  Circle the missing parts.

1.  Most of all, it is the beginning of the New Year, so it’s always fresh and lively. my—fav—hol—spec hol—because—1 reason—1 sent
2.  Secondly, that holiday has lots of things to do because it has been continued for a very long time as one of the biggest holidays in Korea. my—fav—hol—spec hol—because—1 reason—1 sent
3.  Lastly, on Seolnal, all relatives come and join together. my—fav—hol—spec hol—because—1 reason—1 sent
4.  Each family makes their own special traditional Japanese foods, which are put into boxes.  my—fav—hol—spec hol—because—1 reason—1 sent

5.  Traditional ceremonies are “Sake ceremony” and “Tea ceremony.” my—fav—hol—spec hol—because—1 reason—1 sent

6.  Traditionally, at the beginning of this holiday, we decorate our house.  my—fav—hol—spec hol—because—1 reason—1 sent
Rewrite three of the topic sentences above. 

#_______ 1.  ___________________________________________________________________ 

#_______ 2.  ___________________________________________________________________ 

#_______ 3.  ___________________________________________________________________ 

Editing Exercises:  Comparison/Contrast Essays—Point by Point Method

Read each paragraph below and answer the following questions about paragraph structure in the body of an essay.
1.
 An important point of interest about the FARC in Colombia before and after of Alvaro Uribe is the Kidnapping. Before Alvaro Uribe Velez assumed the presidency of Colombia, the FARC had many brutal fronts of hijackers in the main roads of the country. As result, we had to travel by airplane because it was impossible to travel by car or bus from a region to another, so the economy of some touristic cities such as Cartagena, Barranquilla and Santa Marta began to decline because the people were afraid for the continuing abductions. According to the Colombian press, in 2001, the FARC kidnapped about three thousand people, now it is already three hundred people. The first three years of the Uribe´s government were definitive for a weakening of the FARC because he implemented a policy of protecting roads and persecution to the kidnappers’ fronts. Now, traveling is more safety than before in some regions of Colombia.
Does the topic sentence have both subjects?     Yes or No

Does the topic sentence have something about similarities or differences?  Yes or No

Does the topic sentence have a topic?
Yes or No

Does the paragraph have two general statements?  Yes or No

Does the paragraph have two specific details?  Yes or No

Is the concluding remark general?
Yes or No

Does the concluding remark have new information?  Yes or No

What type is the concluding remark (opinion, summary, suggestion, prediction, transition, other)?  ______________

Does the concluding remark finish the topic?     Yes  or  No

2. 
As another comparing point between private and public school is school regulation. Some people consider school regulation when they choose to go to both of schools. Private school is often more strict than public school. That’s why this school is more organized than public school, so there are a lot of serious and patient students. If some people want to study in good environmental, they will choose private school. On the other hand, some people choose public school, because sometimes school regulation makes students rigid, and it discourage the student to study. Therefore, school regulation is also important to decide to go to schools. 

Does the topic sentence have both subjects?     Yes or No

Does the topic sentence have something about similarities or differences?  Yes or No

Does the topic sentence have a topic?
Yes or No

Does the paragraph have two general statements?  Yes or No

Does the paragraph have two specific details?  Yes or No

Is the concluding remark general?
Yes or No

Does the concluding remark have new information?  Yes or No

What type is the concluding remark (opinion, summary, suggestion, prediction, transition, other)?  ______________

Does the concluding remark finish the topic?     Yes  or  No

Rewrite the following paragraph below.

   Customs with   Add more theme—suggestion:  Another point of comparison between the United States and Korea is their customs with clothes.
1.           ٨ Clothes are different between the United State and Korea.  Students in Korea wear uniform. When student 
                                                                                                         spg                                                                                  s/pl                        s/pl      

    in                                                                                 d                                      This is a requirement at        
is ٨ a middle school or high school, they have to wear ٨ uniform of the school. This wears both public schools and 

sv                                                                    d                                                   at school

private schools. Student don’t have ٨ chance to wear plain clothes ٨ in Korea. However, Students in the United 

                                   s/pl                

                   always                           at school           at





        in public schools
States almost ٨ wear plain clothes ٨ except ٨ private schools. Many students have freedom to wear plain clothes in٨. 

                           in                                                                                                                                                                         clothing

Also another ٨ clothes difference are that Korean usually dress up, but American usually wear casual style.  Korean 

                    

               sv               s/pl                                                        s/pl                                                  wc          s/pl

                 d                 to dress up                        d               has                            event                               will dress up             
often has ٨ chance of wear dress. When ٨ person is an important situation, American wears dress, but Korean almost 

            sv                                 wc                                             wc                               wc                  s/pl                 wc                         s/pl

always
٨ wears dress.    Add a concluding remark.              
           wc

C. Correction marks are another way to reduce a teacher’s workload.
Correction Marks Worksheet

	Symbol
	Definition
	Sample Sentence

	
	omit
	1. He needed books, papers and pens and etc.

	٨
	something  missing
	2. During class ٨ fell asleep.                     

	inc.
	incomplete sentence
	3. Because he wanted to go.
                      inc.

	ro
	run-on
	                                                          ro  

4. My friend was studying in his room from his desk he could see the tennis court.

	ss
	sentence structure
	 5. They brought the man who they him found.
                                   ss

	T
	verb tense
	          T
6. He is here last June.

	sv
	subject verb agreement
	                                                                       sv

7. The three boys on the bus goes to town.

	

	word order
	8. I saw five times that movie.

	wf
	word form
	                       wf                                              wf

9. We enjoy to play tennis.
  I’m exciting about the party.

	wc
	word choice
	                                  wc                                                              wc
10.Bill was late for her appointment in town. It was raining, then I took my umbrella.

	d
	determiner
	                           d

11. We climbed ٨ mountain every day.

	pp
	preposition
	                         pp

12. She arrived at Utah yesterday.

	sp
	spelling
	                 sp
13.  The chiljren love to play on the playground after school.

	=
	capitalization
	14. The university of utah is closed for a week.
              =                              =

	p
	punctuation
	                                         p

15. What else could I say.

	s/pl
	singular plural
	                                                   s/pl

16. We have been here for six month.

	c/nc
	count/noncount noun
	                                        c/nc

17. We need a lot of informations for the report.

	?
	meaning  is not clear
	18. He borrowed some smoke.
                        ?

	awk
	awkward wording
	 19. He will have five years on his next birthday.
                                      awk

	vf
	verb form
	            vf

20.  It was happened yesterday.

	A
	change to lowercase
	21.  Yesterday, I saw a large red Building.

	¶
	paragraph
	(Press enter and the tab key to start a new paragraph.)


Correction Marks Identification Sheet
Count the errors in your writing and record them below.  Which errors are most common in your writing?

	Symbol
	Definition
	Descriptive Essay
	Comparison/Contrast Essay #1
	Comp/Contrast Essay #2

	

	omit
	
	
	

	٨
	something  missing
	
	
	

	inc.
	incomplete sentence
	
	
	

	ro
	run-on
	
	
	

	ss
	sentence structure
	
	
	

	T
	verb tense
	
	
	

	sv
	subject verb agreement
	
	
	

	

	word order
	
	
	

	wf
	word form
	
	
	

	wc
	word choice
	
	
	

	d
	determiner
	
	
	

	pp
	preposition
	
	
	

	sp
	spelling
	
	
	

	=
	capitalization
	
	
	

	p
	punctuation
	
	
	

	s/pl
	singular plural
	
	
	

	c/nc
	count/noncount noun
	
	
	

	?
	meaning  is not clear
	
	
	

	awk
	awkward wording
	
	
	

	vf
	verb form
	
	
	

	¶
	paragraph
	
	
	


Section III:  High Intermediate Writing
 
In the high-intermediate levels at the ELI, students build on and expand the basic essay structures they learned in earlier levels. Part of this expansion includes transitioning from individual writing topics such as narratives and personal experiences to more academic subjects that require additional research and support.  A major challenge at this level is avoiding accidental plagiarism, but with sufficient modeling, reinforcement, and examples, the students’ awareness of the appropriate ways to quote, paraphrase, and summarize outside information can be enhanced.

Students also build on the writing foundations from earlier levels. This reinforces the concepts for continuing students, and new students are able to be integrated into classroom activities with minimal backtracking.  With each essay type that students learn, there are certain language parameters that arise, regardless of the specific topic chosen.  These aspects can be focused on as a class to strengthen the communicative power of each student’s writing skills. 

The role of peer editing continues at this stage. Using focused editing tasks, the students will increases their own awareness of specific writing features, which will reduce the burden of correction on the teacher. As previously mentioned, clear guidelines and expectations give the students a way to do all within their power to fulfill writing tasks before receiving specific teacher feedback.


Perhaps the most important factor in a writing class is the teacher’s state of mind. It is better to cover fewer topics thoroughly and completely than to give superficial treatment to more topics. If you as a teacher are logistically unable to give the kind of feedback that you would desire to receive, then it may be wise to assess what strategies would enable you to accomplish that goal. Setting realistic goals and guidelines and continuing to make adjustments could be the difference between a good writing class and a great one.
Peer Evaluation Forms

Chronological Essays

Write your classmate’s thesis statement here:

Next, underline the part of the thesis that states the topic and circle any chronological or process words.

Is the intro interesting and relevant to the topic?

Yes

No

Does each topic sentence relate to 

the thesis statement?





Yes

No

Is there a restatement of the thesis?



Yes

No

Cause/Effect Essays

Read your classmate’s outline.  Check for correct spelling and word forms.

Then, write your classmate’s thesis statement here:

Next, underline (above) the part of the thesis that states the topic and circle any cause/effect indicators.

Is outside information appropriately acknowledged?


Yes

No

Are the subtopics in the same order as in the thesis?


Yes

No

Does each subtopic relate to the thesis statement?


Yes

No

Which organizational pattern is used?

a. Focus on Causes

b. Focus on Effects

c. Cause/Effect Chain

Essay Checklist

I have proofread my essay and affirm that it meets the following criteria:

· My essay is typed, double-spaced, left-justified, and printed out.
· My essay is about 1 ½ to 2 pages in length.
· I have an appropriate introduction (hook, attention-getting, funnel, etc.).

· I have a SINGLE thesis statement (one sentence only).

· I have re-read every sentence and each has a subject AND a verb in that order (except for questions, of course).

· My subjects and verbs agree in number.

· My verbs are consistent in tense.

· I have no spelling errors.

· Each of my support paragraphs has a general topic sentence that states key nouns and phrases (no pronouns).

· My support paragraphs develop their topic sentences.

· My conclusion summarizes the information in the essay, paraphrases the thesis, and/or makes a final comment.
· If I used any information from an outside source, I have cited that source and listed the reference information at the end of the essay (see pp. 306-311 in textbook).
Signed: _____________________________________________________

A sentence with too many


connecting words is difficult 


to understand.
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