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2008 National Refugee and Immigrant Conference
· Two day conference in Chicago with Keynotes on both days and over 57 breakout sessions. 
Keynote speaker Heide Spruck Wrigley spoke about “Beyond the Lifeboat:  Helping Immigrants and Refugees Thrive, Not Just Survive”  Her presentation talked about the need to get beyond just the “life skills” that are so often offered in traditional ESL classes, and ways to help students “finish” their ESL instruction.
· Useful web sites:  www.clese.org (Coalition for limited English Speaking Elderly)
· www.thecenterweb.org/alrc/refugee.html (Resources from Heide’s keynote address)

Keynote speaker Ken Tota with the Office of Refugee Resettlement provided information about who is coming, from where, and how many we can expect (about 60,000 nationwide through September)
· www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/orr  (Provides excellent information about what the ORR does and who it serves)
Cultural Orientation Resource Center, provides training and resources to refugees.  Good information for services providers as well.  You can look at the actual training refugees get before they come to the U.S., and get information booklets about different groups.  Also has a refugee discussion listserv.
· www.culturalorientation.net
The Spring Institute provides ESL services and training.  They also have a newsletter and lots of information on their website.
· www.springinstitute.org

2008 Utah Refugee Conference November 14 and 15 in Salt Lake City
· www.jobs.utah.gov/refugee/ to register and get more information
· www.refugeenetwork.org  recommended for anyone working with refugees in Utah.


